CHAPTER VI
ETHICS   IN   HISTORY
THE above discussion was sociological. We were
concerned only with some of the social con-
ditions of bloody revolutions, and we reached the
conclusion that America and England do not at the
moment exhibit these conditions. The revolutionary
situation, hitherto, has arisen when distinct stages
of social development, say, kte capitalism and
feudal medievalism, are brought suddenly face to face,
or when the spark to ignite the flames of incom-
patibility between such phases is introduced by
enforced partisanship in war* America, on the other
hand, is an entirely capitalist country. Pre-capitalist
elements in America were swamped utterly by the
tides of immigration and by the advance of capitalism
in a terrain of unlimited opportunity* The stages of
capitalist evolution, since the Civil War, have followed
one another in a manner almost of text-book orthodoxy
in America, a vast capitalist power-house, insulated
from the other historical currents of the wodd by
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